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Letters

From: Louise Ritchard Ikritchard@gmail.com
Subject: Thinking of you and your community
Date: 17 December 2025 at 3:21 pm
To: info@cremornesynagogue.com

Dear Rabbi Mendel and your local congregation

I wanted to let you know that you are all in my thoughts. You are such valued and loved members of our
community in the lower north shore.

I have reached out to the members of your community | know personally but | wanted to send you a
message as well.

I'am sure you are all grieving after the tragic and horrific events in Bondi and all personally affected. |
just wanted to say how very sorry | am for you all - the pain, loss and fear. | send on my heartfelt
condolences.

I know this isn't much but | hope that it helps just a tiny bit to know that you are in our thoughts and
sending love to you all.

Please don't reply - focus on your community.

Louise



From: Nicholas Dettmann ndettmann@mac.com ™
Subject: The outrage at Bondi Beach last Sunday
Date: 17 December 2025 at 2:32pm
To: info@cremornesynagogue.com

Rabbi Mendel Slavin
Cremorne Synagogue
12a Yeo Street
Neutral Bay

NSW 2089

Dear Rabi Mendel Slavin
| wish to extend my condolences to the Jewish community in Neutral Bay, and indeed to the entire
Australian Jewish community, for the outrageous attack on those attending what should have remained

a joyous celebration at Bondi Beach on Sunday.

I do so as a fellow member of the Neutral Bay community, and an atheist who sees much to admire in
the Jewish religion as in many other religions.

I have underestimated the danger of rising anti-semitism to the Jewish community, and to the rest of the
general Australian community of which Jewish people are an integral part. | regret that.

| wish to express my personal determination to stand with the Jewish community in Australia and
elsewhere against intolerance and prejudice of all kinds, especially anti-semitism.

In a pluralistic society such as in Australia people hold a wide variety of opinions and beliefs. That is
one of our strengths. However | am confident that the overwhelming majority of Australians and others
living here feel as | do.

Events and policies from time to time such as our treatment of refugees, of Aboriginal people, of the
disadvantaged, and of course Sunday’s tragedy, sometimes challenge my belief in the basic decency of
Australians. However the overwhelming public reaction of outrage, sympathy and support for the Jewish
community has gone a long way to strengthen my belief.

With sympathy, goodwill and kindest personal regards

Sincerely

Nick Dettmann

Nicholas Dettmann
120 Wycombe Road
Neutral Bay NSW 2089
Australia

Postal address: PO Box 603
Neutral Bay NSW 2089 Australia

Phone: 0417 430 852
Email: ndettmann@mac.com



From: Rashed, Moody Moody.Rashed@afp.gov.au & ™
Subject: Update: Operation Arques / Standing with your community [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: 17 December 2025 at 2:42pm
To: info@cremornesynagogue.com
Cc: CLT-NSW CLT-NSW@®afp.gov.au

OFFICIAL
Dear Bryan,

Thank you for taking the time today to show us around the synagogue. Although our attendance was brief, I
wanted to let you know that you can reach out to us at any time and we’d be more than happy assist however
we can.

I'wanted to reach out personally to ensure you have the latest information and to reassure you of our absolute
commitment to your safety.

Status of Investigation

As you may have seen, this incident has been declared a terrorist act. The Joint Counter Terrorism Team
(JCTT) comprising the AFP, NSW Police, and ASIO has established Operation Arques to investigate this
matter fully. We are deploying every available resource to ensure those responsible are held to account and to
identify any further risks.

Security and Support

While NSW Police are leading the immediate on-ground response, the AFP is working lock-step with them.
You will likely see a heightened police presence around synagogues, schools, and community hubs in the
coming days. This is a precautionary measure to ensure your community feels safe to grieve and gather.

Contact
Please consider me your direct point of contact for any AFP related concerns or questions you may have in
the coming days. Do not hesitate to call my mobile, day or night.

Support is available:

- Lifeline: 13 11 14

- Beyond Blue: 1300 22 4636
- Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800

We stand beside you.

Kind Regards,

MOODY RASHED

A/ SENIOR COMMUNITY LIAISON OFFICER

EASTERN COMMAND

Tel: +61 (0)2 51266129 Ext: 266129 Mob: +61 (0)461463428
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The Ausiralian Federal Police acknowledges the Traditional Owners and Custodians of Country
throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to land, sea and community. We pay
our respects to First Nations people, culture and Elders past, present and emerging.



Brian,
On Sunday evening, we witnessed an unfathomable event at Bondi Beach.

On the first day of Chanukah, a celebration of bringing light into darkness, Bondi, Sydney and
Australia experienced one of its darkest days.

To our Jewish friends: we stand with you. To all families and friends of those affected: | extend my
condolences, prayers and love to you all. And to our first responders: thank you for your courage
and care in these circumstances.

There'll be plenty to digest, learn from and act upon in coming weeks and months. For now, lots of
you may be wondering how you can respond in a practical way to these horrific attacks on the
Jewish-Australian community.

First, please reach out to any Jewish Australians you may know. Let them know you care and that
you stand with them. An attack on Jewish Australians is an attack on us all.

. For all of us, help is available if you need it.
NSW Mental Health Line: 1800 011 511
Lifeline: 13 11 14

13 Yarn: 13 92 76

In ordinary circumstances at this time of year, we would be organising our Christmas in the Piazza
event. This year, we have made the decision to cancel this event.

Attached below is my November Wrap Up. It gives a quick wrap of what's been happening this
past month.

Again, | send all of my love, prayers and condolences to the friends and families of those affected.
And thank you to our police, ambulance service, and heroic Australians who assisted those in
need.

'f you need anything from me or my office, please contact us at jerome@jeromelaxale.com.

Thank you.

Jerome Laxale MP
Federal Member for Bennelong



Cremorne & District Hebrew Congregation

A.B.N. 78 000 287 249

12A Yeo Street, Neutral Bay NSW 2089

Rabbi: Mendel Slavin | Tel: 0449 527 514 | rabbi@ cremornesynagogue.com

Dear Neighbours and Friends,

We are deeply moved by the love you have shown us. The flowers,
the cards, the messages, the calls, the quiet moments of care have
encircled our community in compassion at a time of deep pain.

Most of the flowers have now been brought inside and placed in water
80 they can be preserved. People coming in to pray and connect stop,

breathe in their scent and feel held. In the midst of grief, your kindness
gives us real strength.

Many of you have asked what you can do to help. Thank G-d, while
we are heartbroken and grieving, we are okay. But for the families of
the victims, this tragedy is not a moment, it is their new reality.

A charity campaign has been established, with 100% of the funds
going directly to these families. If you would like to help, please visit
www.charidy.com/supportsydney or scan the QR code below. May

_your kindness return to you in every manner of goodness and
blessing.

With deep gratitude and appreciation,

Rabbi Mendel Slavin
Cremorne Synagogue
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Dear Friends.

Our hearts are shattered in hght of the tragic attack that took place this
afternoon at Bondi Beach.

We are experiencing such darkness, which can only be fought with hght.
The fact that such darkness has mamifested on the eve of Chanukah, our
testival of hight, calls us to redouble our efforts 1o bring more light to our
world. Light vour menorah this Chanukah in merit of a full recovery for
our injured and for the aliyat haneshamah (elevation of soul) of our
victims.

A hittle bit of light dispels a lot of darkness, and a lot of hght dispels a
huge amount of darkness. Let's add in hight this Chanukah. with our
menorahs, Torah study and Mitzvot,

As perimstructions from CSG, the synagogue is closed for services rnight
now and we have put our chanukah events on hold untuil further
instruction,

May those injured have a complete and speedy recovery and may the
famihies of the victims receive the comfort they need.

With prayers for good news and comfort,

Rabbi Mendel Slavin
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blue seed

www.bluesee dconsu Iting.com ~ consu lting
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